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39th Cabaret features worldwide performance by local talent

Latin American and Spanish Film Fest
returns for fourth year at Lawrence
Tina Czaplinska
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Last week marked the fourth
annual Latin American and
Spanish Film Festival (LULASFF).
This year’s films consisted of
“Dust on the Tongue” by Rubén
Mendoza, “Two Shots Fired” by
Martín Rejtman, “To Kill a Man” by
Alejandro Fernández, “Cantinflas”
by Sebastian del Amo, “The
Illiterate” by Moises Sepulveda
and “Living is Easy with Eyes
Closed” by David Trueba.
Founded in 2012 by Javier
Guerrero, LULASFF is supported

by a variety of organizations on
campus including the film studies
department, the Spanish department, the President’s Office and
certain student organizations.
Rosa
Tapia,
Associate
Professor and Chair of the Spanish
department, describes LULASFF
as “an inclusive event that promotes and celebrates diversity on
campus.”
Tapia takes pride in the “quality, relevance and inclusiveness
of its programming,” and stresses
that students do as well.
“Groups of students from several organizations met with the

president last year to explain how
important LULASFF was for the
promotion and celebration of cultural, ethnic, religious and gender
diversity on campus,” continued
Tapia.
In fact, LULASFF counts on
the enthusiasm ¡VIVA! Hispanic
Culture Club, a student-orcanization dedicated to promoting substantive cultural discourse. VIVA’s
members helped with advertising,
event setup and tech support, as
well as serving as bilingual ushers
and guides for the diverse audience.

the program has changed yearly
and was not a formal part of student meal plans. He explained that
the program was created because
“we were concerned about how
high some student’s culinary cash
balances were late in the third
term.”
While it seemed like a great
way for students to spend the
remainder of their culinary cash
at the end of the Spring Term,
Griffin said that “in practice, the
program became unmanageable.”
Bon Appétit management
agreed with Griffin, stating that

bulk orders were overwhelming the corner store. Attempts to
streamline the process over the
years were unsuccessful.
“There are only three employees that work in the C-store,” said
Julie Severance, General Manager
of Bon Appétit. While two additional employees were hired during May and June to manage the
extra inventory, the corner store
simply could not keep up with
students’ orders.
In addition, Severance said

See page 7

Corner store bulk orders no longer available
Ariela Rosa
Staff Writer

____________________________________

THIS

WEEK

Bon
Appétit
recently
announced that they are discontinuing the bulk order program.
Since 2010, students have
been able to place large orders at
Kate’s Corner Store from late May
to early June. These orders were
paid for with culinary cash, held
by the corner store and picked up
by students before leaving campus for the summer.
Warch
Campus
Center
Director Greg Griffin noted that
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Junior Meghan Clark and freshman Rachel Wilson perform at this year’s Cabaret.
Photo by Hailie Nguyen

Ruby Dickson
Staff Writer

____________________________________

On Saturday and Sunday, April
11-12, Lawrence International
(LI) held the 39th annual Cabaret
in Stansbury Theatre.
This year’s theme was “All the
World’s a Stage,” and the performances, originating from a wide
range of countries and cultural
traditions, represented diversity
at Lawrence. The phrase “All the
World’s a Stage” was borrowed
from the famous Shakespeare play
“As You Like It” and was reflected
in the rustic design of the show’s
programs.
President of LI and junior
Amaan Khan highlighted the
aspirations of the show in his
introductory speech. This year’s
Cabaret, he affirmed, was intended to “raise questions for the
audience” regarding cultural differences, and not to present a set
of certainties, but to encourage
thought and discussion among its
viewers.
Khan also expressed a motivation to truthfully portray many
different cultures. “The number
one priority this year was accurate cultural representation. We
had to make some difficult decisions on what acts to accept on
that basis. We even reached out to
members of the community who
are from these regions in order
to learn more about accuracy in
representation,” Khan stated.
This year’s show included

a broad variety of acts, ranging
from vocal ballads to acrobatics to
huge dance numbers. Throughout
the show, the diverse cultures of
Japan, Hawaii, Ghana, Bangladesh,
Bolivia, Russia, Korea and international circus were represented
through performance.
The
first
performance
was a Vietnamese group dance
that incorporated traditional
Vietnamese music and movements, and modern dance. Next,
an ensemble including a vocalist
and instrumentalists performed
the Hindi song “Mora Saiyaan,
Mose Bole Na”. A group number
called “Harmony” was last, displaying various artistic traditions
of Chinese culture. Finally, the
entire company came on stage to
sing a rendition of “We Are the
World.”
Sunday’s performance was
dedicated to the students who fell
victim to murder, corruption and
terrorism around the world this
year. A complimentary reception
followed the final performance.
Seniors Peter Raffel and
Morgan Gray served as masters
of ceremonies for the shows, displaying the overarching theme of
Cabaret. Throughout the show,
the emcees presented a narrative
in which Raffel’s character, though
at first reticent, comes to appreciate the saying, eventually accepting his role onstage and in the
world at large. However, when
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Bulk orders

continued from page 1

“there is no space left in the
Warch Campus Center to store the
amount of food and beverage that
was being ordered.” She added
that “the bulk program literally
took over the entire second floor
of [the campus center] for the
month of May.”
While the bulk order pro-

gram will no longer be an option
for students, Bon Appétit will
offer other options to students.
Griffin said that “students will
[still] be encouraged to ‘stock up’
throughout May and early June.”
In order to accommodate
students, Severance stated that
the Corner store will stock up on
more popular items in May and
June that students will be able to
purchase and carry out immedi-

ately, solving the storage issues of
the bulk order system.
Griffin hopes that eliminating
the option to purchase in bulk all
at once at the end of the year will
encourage students to stock up
on their favorite items throughout
the course of the term, rather than
ordering everything at once.
In addition, Bon Appétit will
still offer the option to donate
leftover culinary cash to charity
at the end of the year. “Students
may pick one of the three charities
listed,” said Severance. The charities will be announced to students
at the end of April.
Griffin voiced his belief that
a good dining service is constantly changing and adapting. “This
year alone, we added a meal plan
option, introduced the dub box,
and Student Welfare revised and
re-balanced meal plans for next
year, adding more culinary cash
to plans.”
Severance expressed her
desire to provide students with
“as many delicious options as possible in order to use their meal
plan efficiently.” She also stated
that she is available to hear any
feedback and suggestions from
students.

Brian Pertl was also present, playing a variation of the didgeridoo
while he walked around the gallery. Shimon remarked that he
likes the atmosphere the instrument creates.
The retrospective largely featured prints of photographs by
Shimon and Lindemann, as well
as a record produced in 1983 of
music by Shimon and Lindemann’s
band “Hollywood Autopsy,” also
including Cyndee Bauhduin and
Bob Wasserman. The record was
played on one of Shimon’s own
record players.
Snacks were also provided,
including cheese dip provided by
Pine River, a dairy company presided over by Philip Lindemann,
Julie Lindemann’s brother.
Shimon explained that he
thought the retrospective was a
success, although it was “costing [Shimon and Lindemann]

quite a bit” to exhibit. Shimon
and Lindemann were unable to
attend due to complications with
Lindemann’s health.
Shimon and Lindemann were
born in Manitowoc, Wis., and have
been photographing the Midwest
in tandem for over 30 years and
teaching at Lawrence together for
the last 15 years.
Also featured at the MOWA
were works from “The Pitch
Project,” a group of artists “Sonja
Thomsen, Will Pergl, Jason Yi and
arts advocate/Milwaukee beer
baron Mike Brenner,” according
to the Museum of Wisconsin Art’s
website. Yi has worked with the
Lawrence art department before,
most recently in creating an untitled installation of zip ties inside
the Wriston Art Center on campus.
“There’s a Place,” will be open
until June 7, 2015.

Kate’s Corner Store eliminates bulk ordering.
Photo by Eric Lee

“There’s a place” opens at MOWA
Noah Gunther
News Editor

_____________________________________

Saturday, April 11, marked
the opening of a retrospective gallery of photographic
and musical work by Associate
Professors of art John Shimon
and Julie Lindemann. Shimon and
Lindemann teach photography
and new media in art courses at
Lawrence together.
The retrospective, entitled
“There’s a Place,” took place at
the Museum of Wisconsin Art
(MOWA) in West Bend, Wis. The
museum offered free admission to
Lawrence students and featured a
live jazz band from the Lawrence
conservatory. The exhibit was
attended by Lawrence students
and faculty—several members of
the art department attended, as
well as President Mark Burstein.
Dean of the Conservatory

Cabaret

continued from page 1
speaking of his role as a show
host, Raffel noted that “it was hard
to fit the show and the hosting
together, to present a funny and
engaging story while also giving
the performances the foreground
(…) it’s really their show.”
Although the hosts presented
a coherent storyline, audience
members seemed mostly inter-

ested in the acts themselves.
Junior and LI member
Qiongyu Chen was impressed
with the show, particularly with
the level of artistry and excitement. “This was my first time in
the audience rather than onstage,
and I really enjoyed the whole
show.”
Sophomore Regina Cornish,
an international student, said
she loved the entire affair. Leah
McSorley, Director of International
Student Services and the staff

World

News

Compiled by Nathan Whiteman

SCANDANAVIA: The defense ministers of Sweden, Norway,
Finland and Denmark have jointly agreed to closer defense
ties between the nations, citing tension with Russia. The
statement claims that Russia has been challenging Baltic and
Scandinavian nations along their borders and has shown a
willingness to use military means to achieve its goals.

TURKEY: Turkey has reacted to a comments made by Pope
Francis about the killing of 1.5 million Armenians by Ottoman
forces in 1915 by summoning the Vatican's ambassador to
Ankara for an explanation and recalling its own ambassador
from Rome. The Pope listed the mass killing as among the
greatest tragedies of the 20th century and referred to it as a
genocide, a term the Turkish government rejects in reference
to the tragedy.

INDIA: A recent United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) report praised India for
reducing its population of children out of school by 90%
and stated that the country had achieved "Universal Primary
Education.” The report also noted that, unlike many countries
in Southwest Asia, India has an equal ratio of girls to boys in
both primary and secondary education.
PLUTO: New Horizons, a probe launched by NASA in January
2006 is on its final approach to a flyby of Pluto, and has
already captured pictures of Pluto as well as its moon Charon,
revealing them to be red in color. The probe will be closest to
the Dwarf Planet in July of this year, and NASA said that it is
currently functioning as expected and that they anticipate no
difficulties at this point.

CUBA/UNITED STATES: The White House recently announced
that Barack Obama will remove Cuba from the list of nations
that support terrorism, which would be a major move
towards normalizing relations between the two countries.
Josefina Vidal, Cuba's top diplomat for U.S. affairs, praised the
President's actions, but also stated that Cuba never should
have been included on the list.

advisor for LI, stated that she
was “very proud of what these
students have been able to put
together.”
Overall, the two showings
of Cabaret were packed and the
reaction of many audience members was that the event was a
success. Lawrence International
plans to continue the Cabaret tradition in the next academic year,
but a specific date has not yet
been set. Next year’s show will be
the 40th annual Cabaret.

The Lawrence University Alumni Alumni Association
Board of Directors spring meeting is happening this
weekend.

FREE SUPER-MUNCHEEZ CHEEZY-BREADSTICKS
with any 14” or 16” Pizza!
FREE DELIVERY!

OPEN 11 A.M.–3 A.M.

Ask for your Lawrence Discount!

920-749-1111

Best Traditional Pizza
Best Late-Night Dining
Best Take-Out/Delivery

www.MuncheezPizzeria.com |
600 W. College Ave. Downtown
Appleton

Members of the Board are looking to connect with
students through Career Service’s Career Chats.
Please welcome them to campus and reach out for
resources. Search “LUAA” on Lawrence’s Website
for more resources.
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Life in a Glass Bubble
Sarah Wagner
Columnist

_______________________

Dear Sarah,
I’m a senior who’s graduating
in the spring and am a bit worried
about how used to the Lawrence
bubble I’ve become in the last few
years. As much as I hate how claustrophobic it feels, I’ve also grown
to really appreciate the tight-knit
community we have here. It’s like
90% of my life is within a 10 minute walking distance and I’m not
sure how I’ll function without it.
Do you have any advice for those
transitioning into the real world?
- Jigsaw Piece Falling into Place in
His Fake Plastic Post-Grad Life

Dear Jigsaw,

Lawrence University is not
the real world. It’s a great school
and a great environment in which
to learn and grow, but it is probably not the environment you
will spend the rest of your life in.
Obviously, since I’m still a student
here, I am by no means an expert
on life beyond Lawrence, but living off campus has given me some
ideas on making this transition.
Find new ways to stay in
touch. One of the best things
about living on a residential campus is having all of your friends
within walking distance. As you
and your friend-base inevitably
spread across the country, you’ll
need to be more organized about
staying in touch. If friends are

within acceptable driving distance, I highly recommend cooking parties. A special kind of bond
forms between people who not
only eat a meal together, but also
cook said meal together.
Expect to be confronted with
different opinions. Overall, I would
say Lawrence is a predominantly
liberal campus, and much of its
student body is more progressive
than the country as a whole. A
number of groups at Lawrence,
such as the Black Student Union,
Downer Feminist Council and Gay,
Lesbian, or Whatever work to promote the welfare of groups frequently marginalized by today’s
society. Lawrence is by no means
a utopian society where problems
such as racism and sexism have
disappeared, but the university
works hard to create a positive
environment for its students.
As current political events have
shown us, this is not the case
in all parts of the country. Many
people still do not understand the
concepts of safe spaces or trigger
warnings. That being said, it is
important to …
Be true to yourself. The more
strength and conviction you have
in your own views and your own
personhood, the stronger you

See page 4

Caged Within
Clouds:
A serial story

This serial story is a collaboration between the members of
Lawrence University’s Creative
Writing Club. This week’s
installation is written by
Rachel York.

“Nobody Notices the
Street Rats“
but at this point, there was nothing else to do. In this day and age,
it was steal or starve.
Ducking again into a side
street, I crouched and slipped the
apple from my coat. Ravenously,
I tore into it, barely stopping to
breathe in between bites. As I
chewed the apple down to the
core, I picked out the seeds, slipping them into a pocket. They
might come in handy for bartering. A certain botanist came to
mind.
Later in the day, I returned
to my shabby lean-to. I plucked
the apple seeds from my pocket,
running them through my fingers.
Once it was late enough, I would
go to the botanist’s lab to see
if I could get anything for them.
Sliding them back into my pocket,
I picked out a small gear from
a different pocket. I had slipped
this, too, into my pocket while I
was out scavenging today.
I didn’t steal it, though. I
found it. In Avarium, there’s

QUESTION MARK

enough junk
littering the
streets that by
picking pieces
up, I’m probably doing the city
a service. I don’t usually pick up
trinkets like this, but this gear
had a curious little symbol on it
that I found intriguing. It swooped
and curled in such an interesting
fashion, I just couldn’t leave it
lying there.
I fingered it curiously as
a woman in a scrappy peacoat
walked past me. She carried the
stink of recycled paper on the
tails of her coat, and her fingertips
were covered in smudgy black ink.
Word on the street was that she
wrote for The Pulp. It was a paper
infamous for misinformation and
conspiracy, but I didn’t care about
that. My stomach rumbled again,
and I called out,
“Have any leftovers from
lunch today, miss?” She tossed a
scrap of bread at me, mumbling.
Gratefully, I picked it up,
this time taking my time to
eat. It was getting darker

now, so I decided head to the
botanist’s lab. I walked down the
street, looking up at the starry sky.
I was so busy looking up, I almost
missed the body lying on the
street. At first, I thought it was just
a street-cleaner passed out drunk,
as they are wont to be while on
the job. But this body was lying
in a pool of blood. Getting closer, I
realized this was that same writer
from The Pulp, the one who gave
me bread. I was tempted to search
her body for valuables, but before
I could make a decision, somebody approached. He was a grimy
man with a cart and alcohol on his
breath—a street cleaner.
“Ohh you really did this’un a
number, didn’cha?” He leered at
me, beady eyed, probably sizing
me up as a

U
lL
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I bustled down the street,
keeping my head down and my
eyes forward. My stomach grumbled as I turned down a side
street; I hadn’t eaten all day, and
the day before, I had only found a
small crust of bread. As I emerged
from the alleyway, a cart full of
gleaming red apples caught my
eye. I approached the cart, feigning curiosity. The cart-keeper
glanced over at me, then continued his ramblings with another
customer, declaring,
“Yes, yes, these are the finest apples hydroponics can grow.
Yes, yes, six copper pieces each,
apples are very hard to grow in
this weather! I’m practically giving them away at this price!”
Deciding he seemed busy
enough, I snatched an apple from
the cart, quickly hiding it under
my overcoat. I stayed a moment
more, as if waiting for the apple
peddler to finish with his indecisive customer, then nodded at him
and walked away. I hated stealing,

“Do you
feel a
Have you noticed the Lawrence bubble, and do you think
it is a problematic mindset in the outside world?higher
I have noticed the “Lawrence bubble.” This concept is not
unique to us. Students at Princeton, my last campus, referred to
it as the “Orange Bubble.” In some ways I think this phenomena
represents the strength of the Lawrence experience. We want
our community to provide a full intellectual and social immersion for every Lawrentian. I am also pleased that many students,
as well as faculty and staff, balance a strong commitment to the
campus community with deep connections to the Fox Cities. In
addition, our community is enriched by efforts from student
groups and faculty to invite guests from the larger world to speak
to engage us in the issues that face the globe today.

Does being used to the Lawrence bubble create problems in your normal life?
Total Votes: 30

murderer.
Looking down, I muttered,
“Found it like this.”
He leered a moment more,
seeming to decide that no, a grubby street rat couldn’t have killed
her. He shrugged and turned away
from me. He hefted the body onto
the cart unsteadily and made his
way down the street.
I had seen street cleaners
cart bodies and other junk before,
but I’d never seen where they
took them. Curiosity got the best
of me, and I decided to follow
him—and the body.
After about an hour’s walk
into a part of the city I’d never
seen, we came upon an ancient
building. I could tell it was old
not only because it was falling

www. l awr enti an
.c o m

Yes
43%

No
56%
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Mike Szkodzinski steps down as Lawrence Athletic Director
Clare Bruning
Staff Writer

_____________________

Last
week,
Lawrence
University announced its search
for a new Director of Athletics,
a role the university has historically filled with one of the coaches
within the athletic department.
Since 2009, Mike Szkodzinski has
held this position in addition to
his role as the head hockey coach
at Lawrence.
A dual responsibility of leading a specific team and of supervising every other program in the
department has always proved
a challenge, as balancing both
doesn’t enable a director to devote
all his energy to the department

or a coach to devote all his energy
to his own program.
“There really was not just one
reason that led to this decision,”
said Szkodzinski, whose contributions to Lawrence Athletics have
included renovations to the Banta
Bowl, the Lawrence tennis courts,
the Whiting Field track, the baseball and softball fields, and a new
scoreboard, lighting and sound
system in Alexander Gymnasium.
Additionally, he has led the Viking
hockey program for nine seasons
and has gained a reputation as
the coach with the most wins in
Lawrence hockey history.
“It came down to the realization that one person cannot
do both jobs at the level needed
to be excellent,” Szkodzinski said.
“There simply is not enough time
in a day to do everything that

needs to be done as a coach and
a director. Our athletes deserve
a full-time athletic director and
our hockey team deserves a coach
who can give them his full attention.”
Head cross country and track
and field coach Jason Fast said,
“With all our teams getting bigger
in size and with several expanding
facilities, having someone who is
just the athletic director will allow
us to continue to do the things
we want to do.” Fast was one of
Szkodzinski’s numerous additions
to the Viking coaching staff while
he was athletic director.
“There’s only so much energy
you can focus on each area when
you combine a director with a
coach, so someone solely dedicated to administration can be more
focused on setting a standard for

Staff Writer

________________________

The Men’s tennis team suffered two defeats on
Saturday, April 11, but hopes to bounce back this
upcoming weekend with conference games against
Grinnell and Cornell Colleges.

Freshman Sportlight
Brady Busha
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Shelby Hader is a short distance runner for the track and field
team. This is her first attempt at
the sport. Additionally, Shelby is a
member of the Lawrence University
Swim Team.
Where are you from? What
drew you to Lawrence?
Menomonee Falls, Wis. I was
drawn to this school because of
the small class sizes, the beautiful
campus, and the personality of
the students was really energetic
and fun.
So this is your first year com-

Serial

continued from page 3
apart—everything in this city was
falling apart—but because it was
made of brick. These days, everything was made of scrap metal.
The building only went up a couple of stories, but stairs on the
outside suggested a basement too.
It was topped with a chimney,
out of which poured thick, black
smoke.

peting in track and field. What
do you like most about it?
I really like the team and the
coaches. And there’s something
about when you run, it gives you
a real adrenaline rush, a power
surge, when you’re racing others.
It’s a thrill.
Given your skillset, what do you
hope to bring to the team this
year?
I want to bring my work ethic
into the program, as well as my
ability to get better every day.
Also, I want to be able to learn
from my mistakes, not necessarily
to win first place or to beat everybody, but to improve personally.
I’d also like to bring some team

Mumbling to himself, the
street cleaner hefted the body
over his shoulder and stumbled
down the stairs. Something
smelled off about this area, but
somewhat familiar. It reminded
me of the botanist’s lab. I knew
this must be some dark business,
but instead of leaving, I made my
way around the side of the building, looking for a window into the
basement. After passing a couple
cloudy windows, I found a clearish one. Crouching down, I peeked

committee that is fully capable of
hiring the best candidate for the
position,” he said.
Who is that best candidate?
Ideally someone with administrative experience, particularly in an
environment similar to Lawrence.
Understanding the liberal arts
agenda and the rigors of our institution are important, especially
considering the needs of our student athletes and our university.
“This change is more evidence that the university believes
that a strong athletic program is
an integral part of a liberal arts
education,” explained Szkodzinski.
“Having someone who can focus
solely on enhancing the department as a whole will be a tremendously positive change.”

vide for some entertaining playoff series, none of them stand a
chance at making a run at the title
(sorry Bucks fans).
The Hawks have been the
surprise team of the year. Coach
Mike Budenholzer has them playing an incredibly entertaining,
up-tempo style of basketball and
has him as a leading candidate
to win coach of the year. But in
the end, a team that comes out of
nowhere in the NBA rarely wins a
title in their first year as an elite
team, and they simply lack the
star power.
The Bulls might have the roster to beat the Cavs, but all year,
they’ve seemed to be missing that
competitive edge that was part of
their identity the past few years.
Also, they haven’t been healthy
and never settled in as a team. So,
I see Lebron James continuing to
dominate the East and winning
the conference title for the fifth
straight year.
In the West, the Warriors
have dominated all year as
Stephen Curry has launched himself into superstardom and Coach
Steve Kerr has taken them to the

top of the conference. Every series
in the Western playoffs will be
competitive and any of the eight
teams can be seen winning any
series. Every team has playoff
experience, the scoring and the
star power needed to advance in
the playoffs. However, I think we
will see the same faces come out
in the West that we’ve seen the
past two years. The Spurs may
be getting old, but they just keep
winning and appear to be hot at
the right time. They’ve won 11
straight and with their chemistry,
I see them finding a way in every
series.
A third straight meeting
between Lebron and the Spurs in
the finals? That’s my prediction;
and judging by the last regular
season game played by the Cavs
and Spurs, who wouldn’t want
to see this again? Tough to bet
against the Spurs though, and
it’s even tougher to pick a team
coached by David Blatt to defeat a
team coached by the great Gregg
Poppovich in a seven game series.
I’m picking the Spurs winning in
seven to further their legacy, as
well as haunt Lebron’s.

Competitive NBA playoffs predicted
CJ Revis

Lawrence doubles partners compete against Carroll.
Photo by Michael Hubbard

the whole department and helping us all move forward.”
Under Szkodzinski’s leadership, the athletic department has
begun growing in size and prestige, and he is confident the forward momentum will continue.
“Viking athletics is in a great
position to take another step
toward excellence,” he said. “The
current staff and coaches are outstanding. The university administration—President Burstein and
Provost Burrows, specifically—
are 100 percent behind athletics.
We all should expect even greater
accomplishments in the very near
future.”
Szkodzinski will remain the
head of the athletic department
until a new director is found.
“We are confident our university administration will create a

The NBA regular season
ended this week, and now, the
event every fan has been eagerly
awaiting since the start of the
season is upon us: the playoffs.
While the last few seeds were not
decided until the very end, most
have known which teams were
going to make up the majority of
the playoff picture since the allstar break. The question everyone
wants answered is who is going to
come out on top?
In the Eastern Conference,
the Cleveland Cavaliers are in
complete control. After struggling
at the start, the Cavs have settled
in and hold the second seed. The
midseason acquisitions of Timofey
Mozgov and Iman Shumpert have
worked out as well as it possibly
could have. The only real threats
to the Cavs are the third-seeded
Chicago Bulls and the first-seeded
Atlanta Hawks. While the other
teams in the picture might pro-

Shelby Hader - Track and Field

spirit to the team.

What’s one thing you’re really
looking forward to this year?
I’m looking forward to
improving my times in the 100meter dash and my throwing distance in javelin. Throwing javelin makes me feel like a Spartan
woman.

What has your athletic career
here at Lawrence taught you
about being academically successful as well?
Being in sports has really
helped me out with my time management skills.
How have your teammates
into it.
The street cleaner was in
there, talking to a man—tall,
wearing some sort of apron. On a
metal table lay the body. The man
handed something to the cleaner,
who shook his hand and left the
room.
Looking around the room,
I saw more bodies, along with
some odd tools and familiar looking bags.
Finally, it hit me. The smell.
The bodies. Terrified, I ran.

helped you with your transition
into a new sport?
They’ve been absolutely
amazing. Every little thing, from
the starting blocks to helping me
to tweak my form, they’re there to
help. They have really helped me
out, and have been so accepting
and willing to help.
If you could have any animal in
the world as a pet, what would
it be? Why?
That’s a hard one. I would
love to have a Siberian tiger. They
are such beautiful animals, but
they are so powerful and intimidating too. I’d also love to cuddle
with it.

LU Bubble

continued from page 3
will be as an individual. As I said
above, it is likely you will face
harsh criticism as you go forward.
You may find yourself in arguments with peers whose views
belittle experiences you have had
in your life. As Mufasa told Simba
in “The Lion King,” remember who
you are. Confidence and inner
strength won’t necessarily solve

Photo by Emei Thompson

all of the world’s problems, but it
will make your personal experience more enjoyable.
Lawrence is a sheltered environment. Many of us choose to
come here because we hope to
surround ourselves with people
who think and act similarly to us.
As you go forward and emerge
from this protective bubble, you
will likely face opposition, but you
should always remember the connections you made here.
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Athlete of the Week
by Gabriel Armistead Chapman

Tierney Duffy - Softball
a .280 batting average, and now I’m batting over .450. I never really
thought that this would happen. It’s exciting.

GC: What kind of expectations did you have coming into this season?
TD: I took a lot of time off because I studied abroad in Spain this past
fall, and I knew that when I came back, I would have to work a lot
harder than everyone else because I wasn’t able to practice for four
months. So I just had the expectation that I needed to work really
hard—and now that hard work is paying off.

GC: What has traditionally been the strongest aspect of your softball
game? Has it always been hitting or something else?
TD: Probably bunting—which is a part of hitting, because I’m a left
handed hitter, so if I can bunt it, I’m a couple steps closer to first base,
and I can usually beat it out. I still do bunt a lot—more than the average player—but my hitting has started to come around this year, so I
have two weapons to use. Probably a third, if not more, of my hits are
bunts.
GC: How long have you been playing softball?
TD: Over 10 years. I think I started when I was in fourth grade.

Photo by Emei Thompson

This week, I caught up with junior outfielder Tierney Duffy of
the Lawrence University Softball team. Duffy was awarded Midwest
Conference (MWC) Player of the Week honors for the week of March 30
to April 5. She hit .750 as Lawrence split a pair of doubleheaders, going
9-12 with five runs scored and two RBI’s, improving her season batting
average to a dominant .478.
Gabe Chapman: What’s been the secret to your recent success at the
plate?
Tierney Duffy: Softball is 90% mental, and I’ve just been trying to stay
as relaxed as possible at the plate and as positive as possible, because
if you walk up there with any doubt, then you’re most likely to fail. I
try to talk to myself with encouraging words - I guess that’s mainly it.
GC: Is this your first time being awarded MWC Player of the Week
honors?
TD: Yeah. It’s pretty surprising since last year I ended the year with

GC: How do you plan on continuing your success at the plate through
the rest of the season?
TD: I think just remaining as positive as I’ve been. Every player has
some type of mindset they need to be in [to play at a high level]—some
people need to be in an angry place, I need to be in a happy, peaceful
and tranquil place. So yeah, just remaining as relaxed as possible.

GC: What’s one thing you think the team needs to continue to do to
stay successful and finish off the season strong?
TD: Something we’ve been telling each other this whole season is to
play our game, meaning we can only beat ourselves. And as long as we
play to our potential, there’s really no one that can stop us.

GC: So you guys feel confident that you have a shot at winning the
division?
TD: Oh, definitely. Our goal right now is to host the conference tournament in May, and we’re definitely on the right track. Our coach has told
us that we control our own destiny from here on out. We have three
more conference doubleheader games, and if we win all those, we will
definitely get to host the tournament.

STANDINGS
SOFTBALL
MWC
North
Carroll
6-2
Lawrence
5-3
St. Norbert
5-3
Beloit
4-4
Ripon
2-8
South
Cornell
8-1
Lake Forest
8-1
Monmouth
4-7
Illinois
3-6
Grinnell
2-5
Knox
1-8
TEAM

OVR
18-11
17-9
10-14
10-18
5-20
24-4
22-5
10-18
9-14
2-21
1-20

MENS TENNIS
TEAM
MWC
OVR
Grinnell
6-0
23-10
Monmouth
6-1
13-9
Lake Forest
5-1
11-10
Carroll
4-2
9-9
Lawrence
4-3
10-11
St. Norbert
3-4
5-10
Cornell
2-4
9-12
Knox
2-5
3-18
Ripon
1-6
2-16
Illinois
0-7
0-13
BASEBALL
MWC
North
Carroll
3-1
Ripon
3-1
St. Norbert
5-3
Beloit College 4-4
Lawrence
1-7
South
Cornell
5-3
Monmouth
4-4
Grinnell
2-2
Illinois
2-2
Knox
3-5
TEAM

OVR
10-13
7-10
13-12
14-10
7-14
11-11
9-14
9-12
9-13
8-14

Track season starts with room for improvement
Matt Geleske
Staff Writer

______________________

The men’s and women’s
track and field teams competed last Saturday at the Warrior
Invitational at Wisconsin Lutheran
in Milwaukee in their first outdoor
meet of the season. The men’s
team took fifth out of seven teams,
while the women’s team placed
fourth out of eight.
This past Saturday, the
teams saw a beautiful day of sunshine and warm weather, a stark
contrast to the conditions the
team trained in this winter. The
Lawrence runners, throwers and
jumpers were ready to start the
outdoor season on a high note.
“We saw this meet as a starting
point,” said senior runner Anna
Bolgrien. “Our aim was to compete well and to set the tone for
the rest of the season,” she said.
Lawrence runners had their
first chance of the year to compete
in the steeplechase, a notoriously

BY THE
NUMB3RS

difficult event unique to the outdoor season. The steeplechase is a
three kilometer race that involves
hurdling barriers and jumping
over a water pit. Freshman Erin
Schrobilgen earned a victory in
her steeple debut with a time of
12:30. This was her first time
competing in the event.
Junior Cameron Davies also
ran the steeple in a time of 10:02,
followed closely by junior Jordan
Atkins at 10:06, good enough for
second and third place. This was
also Atkins’ first time running
the steeplechase, respectively.
With warmer training conditions,
expect these athletes to make
improvements and to become
conference title contenders in this
physically demanding event.
Lawrence throwers also
competed in the javelin throw,
another event only held outdoors.
Freshman Cole Erickson made
his first appearance in the event
with a third place throw of 39.42
meters. Senior Kassidy Rinehart
also placed well for the Vikings
with a toss of 22.73 meters to take
fourth place.

22

Rounding out the new outdoor events is the discus throw,
an event that has been creatively
described as the “frolf of track and
field.” Top finishers for Lawrence
in the discus included junior
Genna Matt with a throw of 21.86
meters, giving her an eighth place
finish, and sophomore Raleigh
Heath with a toss of 31.95 meters,
allowing him to finish ninth.
Other highlights from both
the men’s and women’s sides
include freshman Ethan Gniot and
sophomore Kate Kilgus, both of
whom took second in the 800meter race, respectively. Matt also
took second in the hammer throw
with a throw of 37.1 meters.
“We’re happy with how we
did, but we still have a lot work
to do to be ready for Conference,”
Bolgrien said.
The track and field team will
compete this Saturday at the St.
Norbert Invitational. This meet
will be the first real test to see
how the Vikings stack up against
other Midwest Conference teams.

The number of runs
scored by Lawrence
baseball player Jake Gorden. Gorden is currently
leading the team in runs
scored.

Find us online!
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Beyond the Bubble:
Clinton announcement

Regan Martin
Staff Writer

_____________________________

The Lawrentian tends to focus on
students activities and opinions about
what is going on within the Lawrence
community. In an effort to permeate
the Lawrence bubble, this column aims
to shed some light on the views within
the campus community about a current
event outside of Lawrence.
This week, Hillary Clinton
announced her candidacy for the 2016
presidential election. Generally, those
surveyed thought this was a positive step forward for politics, and no
one expressed a particular amount of
shock.
“I wasn’t surprised. My mom’s
been an advocate of hers for years,
so she always remarks on it. I think
Hillary has a lot of good points,” said
junior Mira Barney. “Something about
this time feels right,” added sophomore Audrey Cuthbert. “Last time it
was cool, but now just feels like the
time she should run.”
“I think it’s a good thing,” junior
Lena Bixby agreed, “but I haven’t really
read too much about it.”
Sophomore Abedin Rafique was
enthusiastic not only about the news,
but the way in which the campaign
was announced. “I love it. Her campaign video was really good. Last time,
her slogan was ‘let’s start a conversation’ and she was sitting on a very

expensive couch … but this time, she’s
standing in front of an average home
asking to be a ‘champion’ … we know
she’s working for it, she doesn’t seem
as entitled as last time.”
Several students had trepidations
about what it will mean for the upcoming elections. “I’m a little bit nervous
because I’m not really sure if other
democratic candidates would get the
opportunity to run,” stated sophomore
Margaret Koss. “Because everyone has
been making such a big deal about
Hillary, no one is going to want to
upstage her, I feel like.”
Senior Colin Nevins supported
this same sentiment when he asked,
“I mean who else is running?” He went
on to further express his frustration
with the amount of theatrics put into
announcements like this. “I don’t care
who’s president anymore,” Nevins
said. “No one cares about anything
but the presidential elections, so they
don’t vote for the state legislative elections which actually impact us.”
As the elections draw nearer and
more candidates announce their intentions to run, who is running and their
merits will no doubt be a popular
topic of conversation at Lawrence and
around the country.
For now, while there seems to be
a measure of excitement or at least
a lack of surprise on campus, it is
still too early to know what role the
election will play on the Lawrence
University campus in 2016.

Admissions, campus community
welcomes prospective students
Nalee Praseutsack
Staff Writer

______________________________

The Lawrence University Admissions
staff and students brought more than 100
admitted students from 20 states across
the country and overseas to Lawrence for
Admitted Students Day on Monday, April
13. These prospective students arrived on
Sunday evening for some scavenger hunt fun
and an overnight stay, before embarking on a
packed schedule with classes, presentations
and campus tours.
Admitted Students Day is one of the biggest events of the year for Admissions and
serious preparations have been in full swing
since January. Many different groups of current students are involved in the process,
including student workers at Admissions,
tour guides, overnight hosts and scavenger

hunt group leaders. It was no ordinary task
coordinating such a large group.
“The hardest part for me was to find
enough overnight hosts with interests that
match those of our prospective students,”
said Admissions Counselor Gaelyn Rose.
“But we always manage to make it happen;
our student supervisors have been doing an
incredible job matching the students up and
always [ensuring] that the admitted students
are safe and happy.”
However difficult the job is, Rose
believes in maintaining the personal touch
throughout the admission process—from
the start of the application to even beyond
matriculation.
“Our staff is well equipped to reach out
to prospective students on a very personal
level […] with many calls, emails and notecards that we send out when they are still
considering Lawrence,” said Rose. “I am sure
current students know this very well.”

Behind the scenes: a look
Lawrence International (LI) has undergone some transformations this year, and
this year’s Cabaret was a display of how
amazing those transformations were.
The two days of performances on April
11 and 12 showcased a variety of cultures
through performances by international and
domestic students, as well as community
members. Members of the LI Board, Cabaret
performers and attendees all came away
from the event feeling impressed.
Senior and LI Vice President Samhita
Nagaraj and sophomore and LI Events
Coordinator Vijayashree Krishnan both
expressed feelings of accomplishment after
putting on the show LI has been working on
for a long time. Both noted what a difference
the work put in by LI President Amaan Khan
made. “He is so organized. Being as nit-picky
as he is is what made the difference. That’s
how you get things done right,” Krishnan
said.

In addition to helping to organize the
event, both Nagaraj and Krishnan were
performers. Krishnan is trained in Indian
classical music and Nagaraj was originally
a piano major, so Krishnan sang the solo
“Mora Saiyyan, Mose Bole Na: Love Across
Distances,” and Nagaraj accompanied her
on piano. Being able to perform in the show
gave them a sense of pride different from
that of organizing the event.
“You have this whole history you’re
drawing from every time you perform a song
or dance,” Nagaraj says. “In that way, I felt
very connected to the audience and proud.
You’re going up there and representing a
part of your culture that not very many people get to see,” Krishnan adds. “A lot of people
who weren’t Indian came up to me after the
show and told me how much they loved the
song and how they felt the tradition coming
through it. I think that if you can appreciate
my culture without having been in my culture, that’s a mission accomplished.”
In addition to relating her perspective
of her culture, the song Krishnan chose also
expressed her own personal sentiments.
“The song is about losing a lover,” Krishnan

Junior and Admissions Intern Xue Yan
was excited to share her thoughts after a
couple of years working at the office.
“One of the best part of the job for me is
to see that the students can benefit from my
work,” said Yan. “It is a long process helping
students at different stages of their applications […] but the most exciting thing is to
finally see [them] coming in, having fun and
be happy on campus.”
This focus on personal interactions
appears to be effective in making prospective students feel welcomed at Lawrence.
Freshman Emma Arnesen, a regular overnight host to prospective students, shared
her reason to choose Lawrence.
“I chose Lawrence, actually, after staying with a host,” said Arnesen. “I know I was
interested in tennis so I was able to stay with
someone on the team. Getting to know my
host better and seeing more of the campus
from an actual student’s point of view was

helpful.”
Beyond a glimpse into a day in the life
of a Lawrentian going between classes and
activities, Admitted Students Day programs
also allowed prospective students to have
fun bonding with peers who could be their
classmates in the coming year. The scavenger hunt was on a more light-hearted note,
encouraging prospective students to explore
the campus themselves with some current
Lawrentians as group leaders. Meanwhile,
there were also programs intended for parents, such as the Freshman Studies Mini
Session.
As the May 1 deadline for admitted
students draws near, the Admissions staff
and Lawrentians in general are certainly
excited for the incoming Class of 2019. For
now, Admissions is rebooting and gearing up
for another Admitted Students Day on April
26, promising a lot of excitement in store for
prospective and current Lawrentians alike.

Margaret Koss
Staff Writer

_______________________________
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LSO continues search
for new conductor
Andrea Johnson
Staff Writer

_________________________________

Above: Students perform in Cabaret, Bottom: Students prepare for Cabaret.
Photo by Laura Leppink

at the planning of Cabaret
explains, as Nagaraj adds, “One of the lyrics
literally means, ‘my dearest, don’t tell me,’
so he’s saying, don’t tell me you’re leaving.”
Krishnan nods and says, “He’s also saying,
‘you’re so far away from me, and I can’t stand
it,’ and I can find a personal connection with
this. It makes me think about my family.”
Nagaraj says, “That speaks for a lot of us. We
don’t get to see our families very often, so
it’s a common theme for a lot of us—the love
across distances.”
Another common theme for the performances in Cabaret was the goal to portray what culture means for different people within the countries presented—not
to strictly define what these cultures are.
“We’ve received a lot of flack over the years
for promoting events that are self-exoticizing
and commercializing of culture. As an international student myself, I can call myself
guilty of it. Until coming here, I didn’t realize
that I was actually feeding into stereotypes
myself, even though I spent a lot of time trying to break these stereotypes personally in
my own culture,” Nagaraj explains.
“LI started making a lot of changes to
Cabaret through auditions and our require-

ments for performances. We tried to ensure
that everything was culturally accurate and
appropriate, and that nobody was falling into
a trap of self-exoticization. Although, that
doesn’t mean we’ve eliminated all flaws.”
“We try to take into consideration all
of the interests of the people who are being
represented and make sure people are content and comfortable with what we’re putting on stage,” Nagaraj says. “We are no one
to say what culture is to anyone, because
it really differs. Given that point of view,
it’s been very difficult reconciling all these
different ideas and trying to [do] what we
think is right and what we think will make
people feel comfortable and culturally safe
at Lawrence.”
Balancing one’s right to express themselves with forming cultural representations
everyone is comfortable with is a difficult
task that LI has taken on. “The best we can do
is create a place where people can talk about
this and be aware of all the aspects going
into the decisions we make,” Nagaraj says.
“Hopefully all the future boards will make
improvements on what we’ve done and what
we’ve started to do.”

In the face of changing tastes and
declining ticket sales, professional orchestras have had to adapt or fold. Chicago’s Ars
Viva Symphony Orchestra announced just
this week that the 2014-15 season would
be their last. Closer to home, the Green Bay
Symphony Orchestra will also close after
this season, more than a century after they
put on their first concert.
Meanwhile, smaller ensembles focused
on baroque or contemporary music are
gaining in popularity. This is something the
Lawrence Baroque Ensemble and Decoda
know well.
As symphony orchestra jobs stagnate,
competition for the few that open up every
year grows fierce. An article published by
Boston Magazine in 2012 described the
life of percussionist Mike Tetreault as he
prepared for a Boston Symphony Orchestra
audition. This included 20-hour works
days, apparently endless practice and the
end of his social life.
Dean of the Conservatory Brian Pertl
emphasizes that while there is interest in
symphonic music and valuable skills for
students to learn by playing the repertoire,
there are now “many other musical opportunities out there in addition to the orchestral musician route.”
In fact, a quick, informal survey of
students hanging out in the Conservatory
before a recent Lawrence Symphony
Orchestra (LSO) rehearsal reflected this.
Several students expressed interest in a
career with a professional orchestra, while
others said they see themselves in a chamber ensemble, working in arts administration, teaching and many other careers.
So, it is an interesting time to be a
member of the LSO. And not least because
they are nearing the end of a search for a
new conductor—someone who, once hired,
will be in a position to shape the orchestral
education of Conservatory students preparing for careers in a quickly changing classical music world.
The search for a conductor began
last spring, when Octavio Más-Arocas
announced that after two years at
Lawrence, he would be taking a job at
Baldwin-Wallace College as their director of Orchestral Studies and Symphony
Orchestra.

Film Festival

continued from page 1

Students tour campus
Photo by Billy Liu

Students expressed appreciation for
all the effort that was put into the festival.
“I thought it was very awesome to
hear Colombian director Rubén Mendoza
speak about his film because he is very well
known in Colombia, so it is neat that we
get this kind of experience at such a small
school,” said sophomore Annie Ela.
Both Ela and sophomore Kyle Labak
agree that the festival offers an opportunity
to experience a different kind of cinematographic experience.
“I appreciate getting to see what cinema is like outside of Hollywood,” began
Labak. “It is interesting because Spanish
movies are different than Colombian than
Mexican than Argentinean movies.”
Labak also felt that the festival
enhanced his experiences as a student taking Spanish. A participant of last year’s

The search began with a job description that called for someone who could
both bring students to “the highest levels
of artistic and musical mastery in a nurturing environment” and “work with students
to tackle the question of redefining a 21st
century symphony orchestra.”
Students indeed wish to see someone
on the podium who can marry these skills.
“The conductor needs to expose us
to the standards of the repertoire,” super
senior Schuyler Thornton, who is pursuing double degrees in flute performance
and government, and hopes to pursue an
orchestral career, said. “But it’s also important we learn how to collaborate and play
new music because we’re going to be competing with people from other schools.”
Finding a conductor who is up to the
task is no small order for the eight-person
hiring committee in charge, and the search
has gone on longer than had been anticipated. Though three finalists were brought
in for a rigorous two days of interviews,
coachings and rehearsals, no one has yet
been hired.
Senior Ian Stone, who is pursuing a
Bachelor of Arts degree in music and government, does not mind the delay.
“I think it’s good they’re taking their
time, because the conductor will have a
large effect on the culture here at Lawrence,”
Stone said.
In fact, this is something at the forefront of Pertl’s mind whenever he hires a
new professor.
“When we hire someone, I am always
hoping that we are hiring the next 25-year
professor. In part, that is really what distinguishes a school like Lawrence. When
you have professors who have been here
over 20 years, some over 30, they define a
culture,” Pertl said.
Super senior Sarah Wagner, who is
pursuing double degrees in music performance and education, said she’d like to
see someone hired who will encourage a
culture of “professional standards, because
there are a lot of great musicians here who
would benefit from the structure.”
She believes the two years of MásArocas’ tenure did not prepare her as well
as could be hoped for a career playing in
pit orchestras, which she hopes to pursue.
“I think the dynamic within the orchestra
hasn’t been great, and expectations were
not clear on either side,” Wagner said.
Whoever the new conductor is, students are eager to meet them, and with
them, meet the future of classical music.
festival, he believes that the festival incorporated his two passions: Spanish and cannibals.
“I think that the film festival is the
perfect medium because cinema is such
an easy way to integrate self. It lets you
practice your Spanish and enjoy cinema,”
said Labak.
Despite this positive feedback,
LULASFF was alleged to not have enough
funding for this current year. Although
LULASFF 2015 pulled through, Tapia
stressed the importance of thinking ahead
to next year.
“The only guaranteed co-sponsor for
2016 is Film Studies, so we are pinning our
hopes on the ability of other collaborators
to secure funding in order to keep the festival going,” concluded Tapia.
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“Bucky and the Squirrels” reimagines Lawrence campus
Jon Hanrahan
Staff Writer

__________________________

“Bucky and the Squirrels”
premiered to Lawrence University
students, faculty and staff,
Appleton residents, and the film’s
director, producers and actors last
Friday, April 10. Audience members eager to view the film, shot
primarily on the Lawrence campus and in Appleton, filled two
theaters at the Marcus Appleton
East Cinema.
The film is deeply connected
to Lawrence. J. Thomas Hurvis
and Julie Esch Hurvis, alumni and
notoriously generous donors,
oversaw the film’s production as
executive producers and, according to President Mark Burstein’s
introductory address before the
premiere, saw to it that the filming
would take place on campus and
involve Lawrence students.
Those students included production assistants, a vocal coach,
actors and many extras. Jill Lover,
a Lawrence alumna, starred as Dr.
Adams, the patient educator and
caregiver to four recently defrosted members of a one-hit wonder
band from the 1960s.
That band, The Squirrels,

achieves and reclaims its inexplicable success at Lawrence
University. This setting is undeniable; feel free to count the times
you hear “Lawrence University, in
beautiful Appleton, WI” throughout the film’s lengthy exposition.
This
inextricable
link
between “Bucky and the Squirrels”
and Lawrence University is really
where the problems begin, at least
for me. As members of the university and community depicted
in—and, partially, responsible
for—this film, how do we take
ownership over it?
I won’t even try to talk on
behalf of the student body, the
university or even the Film
Studies department. This issue—
my identification with Lawrence
University and all its squirrely
baggage—seems way too personal for that.
As undergraduates, we’re
here to form identities, learn valuable lessons and prepare ourselves for a world that doesn’t
exist yet. We’ve entrusted
Lawrence University, as a physical and psychological space, with
overseeing that process.
What do we do now that our
university, with which we identify
our very selves, is associated with

“Bucky and the Squirrels?” I can
say for myself that the relationship will never be quite the same.
Steitz Hall is no longer just
a chamber of mysterious scientific progress, named for a Nobel
laureate and Lawrence alumnus.
It will, from now on, also remain
Appleton Cryonics, home to quack

scientists and their childishly
imagined science.
I can never ignore the brutalist architecture of the Mudd
Library, now that it has been—
cleverly, I’ll admit it—cast as a
bureaucratic headquarters. And
how can we ever move past
the performance that “rocked”

Stansbury Theatre, the cherished
home to Cabaret, operas and
more?
If “Bucky and the Squirrels”
had been filmed by unknown
individuals somewhere else—and
I, for some inexplicable reason,
saw the film—I could move on.

She explained that her book spans
the incipience of socialism in the
USSR, as recounted by her grandmother, through Bremzen and
her mother’s eventual emigration
in the 1970s and beyond. This
generational, matriarchal journey
through the Soviet regime relies
strongly on Bremzen’s memories of childhood and the foods—
or lack thereof—that served as
emblems of the era.
The memoir was inspired by
Bremzen’s feelings of living a double life. While eating at and writing about the finest restaurants
in New York, she would recall the
world of regimented, politicized
meals left behind. These recollections of a past filled with not only
propaganda, but also the pleasantness of the familiar motivated
Bremzen and her mother to sit
down, cook and write about these
food-oriented flashbacks.
Bremzen referred to these
moments as “poisoned madeleines,” paying homage to Marcel
Proust’s depiction of involuntary
memories triggered by a madeleine cookie from his childhood.
Bremzen’s memories were poisoned, however, by the tension

between the severity of Soviet
rule and the undeniable, personal
relationship to the food culture
that was manufactured by it.
Bremzen and her mother could
acknowledge the heavy burden
of the regime and still love the
country that encompassed their
bittersweet remembrances.
The meal that marks the
beginning of the book’s voyage
through the Soviet regime was
associated with the decadence of
tsarist Russia. The chapter devoted to World War II, on the other
hand, featured no special dish—
only an image of a ration card
that sent chills down the audience
members’ spines.
Some listeners peppered
Bremzen’s talk with questions
about her memory of particular
political events or legends about
Russian cuisine. Why, for example,
was a certain mayonnaise-laden
salad so very important to a Soviet
family’s heritage? Were the lines
for food really that long?
Bremzen also shared details
from her extensive research on
food in the Soviet Union. One
that sticks out is the fact that in
1936, Soviet leader Joseph Stalin

sent his food supply commissar
to the United States on a culinary mission. He was to find foods
that could be made easily and
consistently throughout the vast
expanse of the Soviet Union.
The commissar came back
with an appreciation for the
industrial efficiency of American
hamburger production, which led
to the birth of the Soviet kotleti,
which, alas, only vaguely resembled the iconic burger patties that
inspired them.
The final chapter of the
memoir is entitled “Putin on the
Ritz” and depicts the presentday wealth and consumption in
Moscow. One of Bremzen’s many
gifts is her ability to both solemnly reminiscence upon the Soviet
experience and articulate comic
moments in history with aplomb,
as well as piquant wordplay.
The evening’s presentation
was followed—ever so appropriately—by a glorious reception,
complete with blini, caviar, tea and
cookies. Those in attendance mingled, recounting their personal
recollections of the Soviet Union
while others listened and gleefully nibbled at the refreshments

provided by the Russian department’s own Professor Elizabeth
Krizenesky.
The
multidisciplinary,
interwoven nature of this event
seemed to embody a particularly
Lawrentian spirit of learning.
Bremzen’s
presentation
underscored her profound understanding of complex memories
and the poignancy of the past.
Cooking and talented storytelling
beautifully merged to not only
comprise Bremzen’s personal
exploration of her homeland, but
also to offer the lucky audience a
glimpse into a multifaceted, multinational and often misunderstood
cultural history.
Those interested in reading Bremzen’s book or learning
more about cuisine are encouraged to sign up for “Soviet History
Through the Kitchen Door,” one of
this year’s D-Term courses, which
will be taught by Krizenesky and
Associate Professor of Russian
Studies Peter John Thomas. The
class will include not only fascinating lectures and discussions,
but also hands-on cooking every
day.

since 2004. With their various
instrumentations, theatrical performances and a wide variety of
compositions—both covers and
originals—they amaze their audiences.
They opened the concert with
a mesmerizing piece that primarily used marimba with other traditional percussion instruments as
well. This set a nice mood for the
concert and was a great opener,
while also being accessible to the
casual listener, whereas the rest
of their program was a bit more
experimental.
Their experimental traits
came from various sources—
uncommonly used instruments,
unconventional ways of playing
objects and unique inspirations,

to name a few. In one piece, the
four of them stood around a table
of twenty-six singing bowls, all
tuned to specific notes to create
interesting, meditative chords.
In another, they played tables
equipped with contact mics, making sounds not only by hitting,
but by scraping, squeaking and
many other methods. All of their
pieces—but these two in particular—showed their innovation
and openness to using all sorts of
sounds to engage themselves and
the audience.
What they listen to and
take in as influences also greatly
shapes their overall sound and
program. Their final piece, “Third
Construction,” by John Cage, is a
staple in their repertoire and is

essential to who they are as musicians. They play it in almost all of
their concerts not only because
they enjoy it, but also because it
defines them as a quartet. The
fourth piece, “Trying,” by their own
David Skidmore, takes influence
from quite a different end of the
music spectrum—Swedish metal
band Meshuggah. It is uncommon
to hear a contemporary ensemble
with such a wide set of influences,
so it was refreshing to learn about
Third Coast’s inspiration.
One of the most enjoyable
aspects of the concert was their
overall showmanship and how
they engaged the audience. Each
of their eight pieces got a short
introduction from one of the
members that explained the pro-

cess of composing, a bit about
the instruments used or various
other facts, giving the audience
things to think about while listening. All members also maintained
the same mannerisms to establish
a theatrical feel for each piece.
For example, in “Table Music,” by
Theirry de Mey, in which they
played tables, each movement was
perfectly synchronized. This made
the piece not only interesting to
listen to, but also to watch. This
approach was evident in all of
their pieces and added to each
performance.
As someone who has not
had much exposure to percussion music, this concert was very
entertaining to attend; it opened
my ears.

See page 10

Students gather concessions and share laughs outside of Marcus Appleton East Cinema before “Bucky and the Squirrels” premieres.
Photo by Anne Ela

Russian writer Anya von Bremzen discusses new food memoir
Anastasia Skliarova
Staff Writer

___________________________

On Tuesday, April 7, Room
216 of Main Hall was abuzz with
excited chatter—this was rather
unusual for 7 p.m. on a weekday.
Stranger still was the number of
people in the room; 105 Lawrence
students and faculty, Fox Valley
community members, and foodies packed a classroom typically
reserved for a little group of students and a professor or two.
This turnout was a worthy testament to the promise of
a witty and engaging presentation from the evening’s speaker,
Moscow-born Anya von Bremzen,
who was invited as a guest of
the Russian and History departments. Ms. Bremzen has won
three James Beard awards, serves
as a contributing editor at Travel
+ Leisure magazine and recently
published “Mastering the Art of
Soviet Cooking: A Memoir of Food
and Longing,” an exciting and personal addition to her five other
cookbooks.
This memoir served as the
underpinning for Bremzen’s talk.

Third Coast Percussion delivers innovative performance
Izzy Yellen
Staff Writer

_________________________

Saturday, April 11, the night
of the Third Coast Percussion
concert, had finally arrived. The
entire percussion studio was
in attendance along with many
other conservatory students and
even some locals, all there to see
the unique quartet. The concert
took place in Lawrence Memorial
Chapel and was part of the 201415 Artist Series.
Third Coast Percussion is
a percussion quartet based in
Chicago and has been stretching the limits of what sounds an
ensemble like them can create
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ARTIST SPOTLIGHT:
Bryan Cebulski
Staff Writer

_____________________

Two brothers sit at a piano.
The older is taking a music theory class at his college, while the
younger is still in elementary
school. They fiddle around with
the keys. They practice intervals together. They write notes
down. It was never his intention
for this to turn into a lifelong
passion, but that is the way it
worked out. Viola performance
and composition student Nic
Bizub started at that piano with
his brother and now stands just
one year from graduation.
In the fourth grade, Bizub
knew he wanted to play a
string instrument. However, he
didn’t want to play violin, as
almost every kid who played a
string instrument played violin.
Instead, he chose viola. This serendipitous decision resulted in
a practice he has continued all
his life.
At first, he didn’t want to
give it up, not because of any
real passion for the instrument,
but rather, because he was one
of the better players in school.
For a few years, he even wanted
to quit in order to pursue per-

cussion, but after four years of
marching band, he discovered
how much he actually preferred
the viola.
He finally fell in love with
the instrument in the 10th grade.
This may or may not have been
entirely the result of listening to
the “Pirates of the Caribbean”
soundtrack, but Bizub suggested
that, at the least, it informed
his developing enthusiasm. He
began listening to these songs
obsessively, playing around with
music notation software and
trying to transcribe it. In doing
so he found that he enjoyed it,
even found he had a knack for
it. He began to take private lessons in the 12th grade. Unsure
of whether or not he wanted
to pursue music academically,
he decided to attend Lawrence
because of the comfort of the
liberal arts college and conservatory mixture.
“I never really saw myself
doing music past high school,”
Bizub said, “but getting accepted
at Lawrence just kept my drive
for music going.”
Although he has stayed
committed to his instrument,
Bizub also commented that
his true passion is composition. He is deeply interested in
the human experience and the

NIC BIZUB

human mind, things like meditation, mindfulness and how
emotions impact what we do in
our everyday lives. He sees composition as a process by which
one can interpret and communicate these themes. In particular, he is drawn to the powerful
storytelling element of music.
Take, for example, the sweeping
epic aspect of the “Pirates of the
Caribbean” soundtrack.
“I like music that has a really powerful emotional effect,”
Bizub explained. “I’m more
interested in playing something
that’s going to move an audience
or move me as a person, rather
than something that’s just an
exploration of sound.”
Bizub has received many
accolades for his work including the James Ming composition scholarship, the LSO award,
and two competition wins from
the Sewanee Music Festival and
the Wisconsin Cello Society. He
has also had the pleasure of
being the artistic director for
the Baroque Ensemble and having one of his pieces performed
by the Lawrence Symphony
Orchestra.
After graduation, Bizub
plans to apply to graduate school
as a composition student. He
also hopes to obtain the Watson

Fellowship. He is composing an
opera based loosely on “Njáls
saga,” a prose history of Iceland.
If granted the Watson, he plans
to take the opera to Nordic
countries, see if he can get per-

formances there and work with
musicians in the area.
You can hear Bizub perform
this Saturday, April 18, at 6:30
p.m. in Harper Hall for his senior
recital in viola performance.

Photo provided by Rachel Crowl

Cavatina Duo successfully create unity re:generation gallery opens
with disparate instruments
Marcus Campbell

Emma Arnesen

Staff Writer
____________________________________

On Monday, April 13, the
Conservatory of Music hosted
the Cavatina Duo in Harper Hall.
Flutist Eugenia Moliner and her
guitarist husband Denis Azabagic
performed six different pieces,
each with several variations
which emphasized both of their
instruments. The duo’s name,
Cavatina, derives from the Italian
word, cavata, relating to the tone
an instrument produces, and
describes a short song of simple
character. The various pieces the
couple performed were similar to
arias, recitatives pertaining to a
larger movement, or scena, composition.
The first half of the performance consisted of classical pieces by Bach and Mozart,
which were accompanied by an
arranged composition “Three
Balkan Pieces,” two dances and
one song. While Johann Sebastian
Bach’s “Sonata in E Major” was
mainly written for flute with a
continuo of piano, the guitar complemented the woodwind beautifully. Azabagic was seated with his
instrument while his wife stood
and expressively led the audience
through the four different variants
of the piece.
Body movement and emotion conveyed a vast difference
between the “Allegro” and the

“Andante.” The change in speed
and trills produced by the flute
followed the guitar’s crescendos
and diminuendos; both instruments played a simile of the other
and were able to imitate the same
phrases in different pitches, creating a fugue.
The “Three Balkan Pieces”
did not follow the same melodious air the Bach sonata produced.
With a faster tempo and abrupt
stops in the middle of phrases, the
Balkan-inspired composition was
arranged to give the audience a
feel for eastern European culture.
Specifically the third arrangement, “Ratchenitsa,” varied with
an influence of Bulgarian and
Slavic roots. All three variations
were played in complex time signatures to fit the style and rhythm
of these traditional Balkan dances.
The second half of the program commenced with Azabagic’s
rendition of Alan Thomas’ “Out of
Africa.” Azabagic described this
composition as an original five
movement solo guitar piece in
which the instrument plays the
sounds of Africa, and the listener
feels as if they are riding a camel
and exploring through a jungle.
“Call at Sunrise” was the first
movement in this piece, introducing the calm sounds of the desert. The guitarist plucked single
notes and added variation by
tapping on the wooden body of
the instrument. These different

techniques that Azabagic used
added to the realism and quality
of his performance. Particularly
in the fourth movement, “Evening
Dance,” Azabagic beautifully captured the night sounds of African
animals, especially when his guitar produced a vibrato, and he
played along the bridge beneath
the sound hole.
Moliner
accompanied
her husband in the last songs
of the performance. The final
piece,
“Fantasy on themes
from ‘La Traviata,’” was another
piece arranged by Thomas that
had been commissioned by the
Cavatina Duo. The Italian opera,
which this composition was based
off of, tells the tragedy of the main
character Violetta.
In the piece, both flutist and
guitarist played whimsically, giving the air of dreamlike melodies
and free-form playing. As Moliner
had described, the composition
was a mix of many different repertoires and allowed for the flute to
stand out on its own and play the
leading line.
The duo held audience interest for the whole hour and a half
that they played. The Cavatina
Duo performed various pieces
from a wide range of musical
backgrounds. Both Moliner and
Azabagic performed a wonderful
recital through their unique interpretation and repertoire.

Staff Writer

___________________________

On Friday, April 10, Young
Space held a reception to celebrate
the opening of its new pop-up
art gallery, re:generation, which
features work from young artists
throughout the state of Wisconsin.
The gallery is housed in a vacant
storefront on College Avenue
that was formerly the location of
Tastee Bakery. It is a small gallery
housed in one room with wooden
flooring and little furniture.
Young Space started out
in 2014 as a blog run by Kate
Mothes, then a graduate student
in Edinburgh, Scotland. It was
designed to showcase works by
young and emerging artists in
Edinburgh, as well as the greater
U.K. When Mothes returned to her
native Wisconsin, she had a desire
to expand Young Space beyond its
online presence. She planned to
do this by organizing a series of
pop-up galleries around the state,
one being re:generation. Today,
Young Space is both a virtual gallery and resource for emerging
artists, as well as a real world
experience recognizing emerging
local artists.
A couple of the budding artists
featured in the exhibit are current
students at Lawrence University.
Ridley Tankersley is a sophomore
studio art major. Tankersley’s
works are all designed on a com-

puter, giving them a distinctive
digitized look. He is a part of an
art movement called the digitalists, who use digital mediums to
make their works. They make a
point to not use mediums that
resemble analog ones. In other
words, digitalists do not simply
use Microsoft Paint; they go to
great lengths to use other computer programs creatively to put
together an image.
Audrey Cuthbert is also
a sophomore at Lawrence.
Cuthbert’s artistic inspiration
came from her father. Initially, she
used art as a form of journaling. Her father, himself an artist,
encouraged her to use her artistic
ability in a more creative manner,
and she began to see art as an
alternate form of communication
and expression next to spoken and
written word. Cuthbert intends
her art to be symbolic. She wants
viewers to look at her work and
see something else in it unique to
each person. Cuthbert is involved
in both Greenfire and Amnesty
International, and occasionally
draws inspiration for works from
the causes she supports.
re:generation appeared to
be an amazing success, with the
opening reception packed for
nearly the entirety of the evening.
When I asked Mothes what she
thought of the turnout, she was
legitimately surprised by the support from the community and the
experience and exposure gained
by the young artists involved.
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STAFF EDITORIAL
Standardized tests expose school funding issues
On Wednesday, April 1, 11 educators in Atlanta were found guilty of racketeering—more specifically, of changing grades and making false statements about standardized tests in their school districts.

Racketeering is a felony carrying up to 20 years in prison. While we do not question that these
educators are guilty, the incident in Atlanta highlights a problem in the way education systems in our
country receive their funding. Standardized tests put pressure on educators and students to perform
well in an evaluation that does not fully encompass the quality of their program.

Standardized tests make regulating schools easy for the federal government, but they pose serious
limitations in the classroom. They take away from actual learning time and force students of differing
abilities to take the same multiple choice tests every year. On a larger scale, they may increase the education gap in the United States . Schools demonstrating improvement or high test scores receive more help
from the government, while struggling schools may not receive the help they need due to lower scores.
The motivation for the cheating in Atlanta is clear; so why are these educators being charged with
a felony most often reserved for cases like money laundering? If these are the avenues educators feel
compelled to take, whether for personal gain or to improve their schools, there is a problem with the
standardized testing system.
While it’s not easy to pose a solution to how the government should distribute funds to individual
schools, it is worth noting that the disconnect between the school system and the government is made
especially obvious in a case like this one.

The results of standardized testing are simply not enough to effectively evaluate an education system. The United States federal government needs a better way of judging the quality of schools in order
to improve schools that need help.

Don’t Appétit: a problem
with Lawrence’s meal times
Teddy Kortenhof

For the Lawrentian

________________________

No one can deny that
Lawrence students eat well. Bon
Appétit does a wonderful job providing delicious and nutritious
culinary options for students.
Lawrence’s food is far better
than meals dished out at other
institutions. Despite this, the Bon
Appétit lunch hours leave changes
to be desired.
While Bon Appétit’s food is
delicious, it is not always accessible. The daily lunch hours are
inconvenient for some students.
A full hot lunch is served from 11
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. each weekday.
At 1:30 p.m., the hot food is taken
away, leaving only the cold salad
bar, deli and dessert open until
2 p.m.
Bon Appétit’s hours of operation are generous, but they do
not fit well with the university’s class schedule on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays. Despite
serving hot food for two and a half
hours every day for lunch, Bon
Appétit fails to provide a hot lunch
option in the cafeteria to students
with classes at both 11:10 a.m.

Bucky

continued from page 8
I, and other moviegoers, might
think, “Oh, I don’t know them. I
don’t know these places. This film
doesn’t matter to my existence
other than the fact that I just consumed it.”
However, with this film,
there’s no way to avoid empathy for the entire production. We
know so many of the people who
made it happen. Many of us were
here for the filming process, so we
have that personal connection to
the final contents of the work. In a
way, we have no choice but to care
about “Bucky and the Squirrels.”
Maybe what makes that so
hard to do, for me at least, is
my own pride. I want Lawrence
University to be outstanding,

and 12:30 p.m. An 11 a.m. opening does not leave sufficient time
to eat before class, and a 1:30 p.m.
closure is 20 minutes too soon for
hungry learners who leave class
at 1:40 p.m.
To students taking lunchtime
classes, cold food is the only option
through Andrew Commons. Food
is available through other sources
on campus, but the options provided fall short of those offered by
Andrew Commons.
While the café serves hot food
throughout the day, this option
is far from ideal. Although food
through the café is served hot, the
portions are limited compared to
the buffet style dining dished up
in the commons.
The pastries and deep fried
food offered at the café are delicious, but somewhat unhealthy.
The greasy options upstairs are
no substitute for the healthier
choices available downstairs.
Additionally, to even a moderately
hungry student, dining à la carte
leaves patrons with either empty
stomachs or empty wallets. When
unlimited food is available for a
mere meal swipe, it is hard to
justify the cost of filling oneself at
the café.
Sack lunches, available from

because it’s where I attend school.
I am surely not an outlier in this
feeling. I’d be willing to make the
point that this film’s association
with our school has the potential,
at least, to affect our pride in our
own education.
There is something about
“Bucky and the Squirrels” that we
can actually take pride in. Frankly,
the fact that Lawrence students
and professors took part in an
honest-to-goodness professional
film is a pretty cool start for our
relatively new film studies department.
I’m also willing to make the
point that this type of project is
not what that department has
begun to be known for. I’m not
a film student, so I’m no expert,
but I do have my own perceptions
regarding our film program.
Thanks largely to the pres-

Kate’s Corner Store for a meal
swipe, provide another alternative to dining in the commons.
However, cold food from the corner store is no more enticing than
cold food à la commons, even if
it does save a flight of stairs. The
sack lunch option’s only redeeming quality is its portability. It
does not compare to the culinary
delight that is a warm lunch.
The final food option available, the food truck, proves elusive. While it is a feasible dining option, I wouldn’t count it as
being reliable, as it tends to move
about campus. Additionally, it falls
prey to the same shortcomings as
the café, only catering to culinary
cash customers in inconveniently
skimpy quantities.
At present, hot lunch is not
easily available to students with
midday courses, especially to
those who prefer meal swipes to
culinary cash. While this issue
persists, it is not without solution.
I suggest a half-hour modification
to the common’s lunchtime hours
of operation. If the commons were
to open for lunch at 11:30 a.m.,
rather than 11 a.m., and end hot
food service at 2 p.m., rather than

See page 11

ence of Catherine Tatge, awardwinning documentarian and
producer for “Bucky and the
Squirrels,” the film studies department excels in the field of sociallyconscious documentation.
Productions such as the Civic
Life Project or Zach Ben-Amots’
“Forgotten History,” a documentary on the experiences of black
Lawrentians, do not exist to
entertain us, as “Bucky and the
Squirrels” does. Those projects
exist to improve our society.
We as a community should
continue to applaud those efforts,
while learning from their final
products. As for “Bucky and the
Squirrels?” It will remain forever in our hearts as one of our
beloved university’s frighteningly
cute quirks.

Don’t be ashamed about
crying during movies
Aubrey Klein
Copy Editor

________________________

Spoiler alert: even though
Nicholas Sparks is insanely predictable, there are still spoilers of
“The Longest Ride” ahead.
I admit it. I went to see the
new Nicholas Sparks movie, “The
Longest Ride.” And I cried—like
a freaking baby. I had to actively resist hyperventilating in the
theater—crying silently is really
difficult—and hid my face with
my snot-stained sleeve as we left.
My eyes were still puffy the next
morning.
After I got home and comforted myself with copious amounts
of chocolate, I questioned why
I had willingly put myself in a
situation that would make me sad
enough to cry.
Going to see tragic romantic
movies, especially in a theater, is
a somewhat sadistic act. I knew
that I would probably be brought
to tears: ugly, red-faced, snotty
tears. I knew because I cry at lots
of movies: “The Notebook,” “Up”
and as much as I’m ashamed to
admit it, “The Lorax.” Yes you read
that right, “The Lorax.”
Movies based on Sparks’
books, and the source material
they’re derived from, are not high
art. The movies won’t be winning
any awards for cinematography,
and the books are maybe only a
few rungs above romance novels
with Fabio on the cover.
As an English major and
film studies minor, I would like
to think that I have at least some
good taste in literature and film.
And yet, I don’t know the last time
any sort of entertainment made
me that emotional.
My sensitive reaction probably says something about me,
but I also think it has a lot to say
about Sparks. My experience and
reaction to “The Longest Ride”
showed me that these inevitably
tear-jerking romantic movies are
not the cultural sludge that many
people believe them to be—they
can actually be a very cathartic
experience.
There are two stories being
told in Sparks’ new movie: One
is the contemporary romance of
bull-riding champion Luke and
art history student Sophia. The
other is the story of an elderly
man named Ira who befriends
Sophia and recounts how he fell
in love with his late wife Ruth,
their life together and the trials
they faced along the way.
Sparks really has a lot to say
about love, and his message that
love conquers all is pretty profound, albeit cliché. In the movie,
Ruth, who has always wanted a
big family, has to come to terms
with the fact that her husband is
infertile after an injury sustained

in World War II. At one point, she
can no longer tolerate their childless life together, so she leaves.
Ira lets her go because he
loves and cares for her so much
that he only wants her to have
a happy life, even if that life no
longer includes him. Luckily, she
realizes that being in love with Ira,
even without children, is better
than not loving him at all so she
returns to him.
As cheesy as it sounds, this
movie made me reflect on love
and my own relationship. Ira and
his wife were a true embodiment of lifelong love, and many
of the things they went through,
although fictional, embodied the
real trials and emotions faced in
modern love.
I think it would be really hard
for me to do what Ira did in letting
his true love walk away, even if it
was for the best. It also took a lot
of courage on Ruth’s part to give
up one of her lifelong dreams of
having kids in order to hold on to
her relationship with Ira. It truly
made me consider the lengths
that I would go to for the one I
love. Cue the waterworks.
In true Sparks fashion, an
elderly person has to die—two in
this movie actually. That’s where
I really lost it. Why must you do
this to me Nicholas Sparks, why?
At this stage, I can’t truly comprehend what it’s like to spend your
entire life with the one you love,
and then, one day for them to be
gone. It made me think about my
grandpa, who died several years
ago, and how my grandma lives
every day without the love of her
life.
Lifelong relationships like
Ruth and Ira’s, or like my grandparents’, remind us that profound
love is still possible and showcase the extreme happiness that
reward those who work towards
it.
Many people may continue to
look down upon Nicholas Sparks
as mere diversion. However, his
movie was a more moving and
soul-searching experience than
I thought it would be in that it
unearthed some real emotions
that I didn’t know were there. It
also gave me permission to cry,
which I think is a really important
thing we should do for ourselves
every once in a while.
Crying is a release of emotion you may not have known you
needed, and it can really cleanse
your soul. While my tears were
induced by the emotional rollercoaster that is “The Longest Ride,”
they also allowed me to identify
things that were troubling me and
let them go. I think that’s part of
the reason we go back to these
movies, even when we know they
will make us wail and moan in
sadness—they remind us that we
can feel.
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Hillary Clinton may not be our feminist champion
Danny Davis

Operations Manager

________________________

After the Democratic National
Convention selected President
Barrack Obama as the Democratic
candidate for the 2008 presidential elections, his competitor
Hillary Clinton conceded to her
supporters that, “Although we
weren’t able to shatter that highest, hardest glass ceiling this time,
thanks to you, it’s got about 18
million cracks in it.”
Clinton’s concession was an
immensely powerful one. She
looked at the presidency as the
final, ultimate step in women’s
empowerment. Since a woman
was within grasp of a title oft
referred to as “the most powerful
man in the world,” Hillary recognized that her political vitality was immensely important to
advocates of women’s rights in
the country.
Though, Clinton’s own past
and political career reflect a different narrative. Rather than representing the feminist champion
that progressives want her to be,
Clinton more accurately reflects
the world of her husband’s career:
cajoling to massive democratic
political action committees.
Make no mistake; Clinton can

clearly articulate the unique set of
challenges for women in politics,
especially when running for higher offices like the senate and the
presidency. In an interview with
The Guardian in 2014, Clinton
discussed the different observations that were made about her
in the media. Rather than focus
on her policy goals and values,
the conversation often focused on
her marriage, her facial expressions, her likability and even how
much cleavage she exposed during debates with other candidates.
In The Washington Post article, “Hillary Clinton’s Tentative
Dip Into New Neckline Territory,”
written in 2007, it was said “with
Clinton, there was the sense that
you were catching a surreptitious
glimpse at something private. You
were intruding—being a voyeur.
Showing cleavage is a request to
be engaged in a particular way. It
doesn’t necessarily mean that a
woman is asking to be objectified,
but it does suggest a certain confidence and physical ease. It means
that a woman is content being
perceived as a sexual person in
addition to being seen as someone
who is intelligent, authoritative,
witty and whatever else might
define her personality.”
Excerpts like these are awkward, rude and even creepy. Most
importantly though, they shift

the conversation away from her
merits as a politician towards her
merits as a woman, which made
it all the more difficult for her to
beat Obama for the Democratic
candidacy.
However, simply being a
woman does not mean that she
is running on a feminist platform.
Many people—myself and many
Lawrentians included—would
love for Clinton to directly engage
her opponents on issues associated with feminism. That’s not
to say she isn’t one. She discusses at length that she is indeed a
feminist in her new book “Hard
Choices.”
Still, there’s a difference
between being a feminist herself
and making feminism an essential pillar of her political career.
While some consider feminism
the belief that women should
simply be equal to men, “feminist”—with quotations, hinting at
the way it gets thrown around in
the media—immediately changes
the way Hillary is viewed in the
national spotlight.
Rather than focus on her
own personal set of policy goals,
the media and her opponents
will begin to focus on “feminism,”
automatically assuming she aligns
with specific stances on issues
associated with feminism. That
means immediately alienating

Learning to love London
is a work in progress
Margaret Johnson
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

I think I’m supposed to tell
you that these past three weeks
have been the best of my life—
that London is the most amazing
place on Earth and that this experience is everything I imagined it
to be. Well, I won’t tell you that.
What I will tell you, though, is that
the past three weeks have been
the manifestation of not only the
concept of culture shock, but also
the notion of personal adjustment
and that despite the difficulty of
adaption, the challenge yields
great benefits.
Perhaps it was naive to
fall under the assumption that I
would fall in love with the city of
London. Listening to those around
me who had been to London previously and looking through the
picturesque brochures gave me
the impression that the experience would be enamoring. But at
the moment, I can very safely say
I am not in love with the city of
London. In fact, there are times
where I most certainly hate it.
People are constantly bumping into me on the tube, in the
museums and on the sidewalks.
As there is no established correct
side to walk on. I want to cross the
street without having the threat of
being hit by a car or pigeons flying
dangerously close to my head. I
want to buy food at the grocery
store that won’t expire within two
or three days. And I think I hate
those moments because they were
not supposed to make me miss
home.
There’s a common misconception attributed to studying
abroad, regardless of location:
that studying in a foreign country

is the equivalent of a long vacation. What is often misunderstood
is that you still have an everyday
life to live that involves schoolwork, grocery shopping frequently and cleaning your flat, as well as
living with more than five people.
My daily routine is similar
to my schedule back at Lawrence,
but the means by which I carry
out my routine has been uprooted
and transferred to a culture that
operates in unfamiliar ways.
The hardest part of being
uprooted is not that your daily life
and the means to fulfill it change,
but instead that you don’t get to
bring the best parts of your life
with you. You don’t get to pack
your best friend in a suitcase and
bring him or her along with you.
There’s no space for the school
nurse when you get sick, there’s
no Bon Appétit to feed you when
all you have left is peanut butter
and pasta noodles, and there’s no
VR to hang out to see your closest
friends and classmates. You don’t
get to walk down the street and
pass your best friends, professors
or members of your extracurricular activities everyday.
The concept of “culture
shock” often carries the sense that
the feelings experienced abroad
are akin to tidal waves that overwhelm you and cause you to yearn
for the shore of your homeland.
However, that has not been my
experience.
The time I’ve spent in London
has been kind of like being in
one of those wave pools at a
water-park—the constant waves
acting as obstacles you have to
jump over to avoid falling down.
Initially, you can’t figure out the
rhythm and you end up getting
knocked down quite a few times,
but once you become in sync with

the waves, you enjoy yourself. And
that’s what London is—a place
with ever-changing rhythms that
need both cultural and personal
adaption in order to jump over the
obstacles.
While my relationship with
London ebbs and flows, I have
come to recognize that I did not
apply to study aboard with the
hopes of falling in love with another place.
I applied because I wanted
to grow in my independence and
maturity. I applied to challenge
my comfort zone and push myself
to have experiences that may be
intimidating, yet worthwhile.
I wanted to force myself to rely
on my own resources, ideas and
knowledge to resolve any conflicts
that I may encounter—to entrust
myself wholly and be secure in my
abilities.
Although absolute certainty
has been hard to come by these
past weeks, I am absolutely certain that London will be the experience I wanted—an experience
that will provide me the privilege
and opportunity to grow intellectually, emotionally, socially and
culturally as an independent individual in an increasingly interconnected world.
London is more than a privilege to experience the multifaceted culture of the city and appreciation into avenues of history,
art, entertainment, politics and
knowledge. London offers a series
of challenges. And it is the challenges that London puts in your
way that incite a boldness and
utter invincibility within the self
that is present among Londoners
as a whole. I want that type of confidence. And in 10 weeks, I know
I’ll have it.

herself from moderate Democrats
and Republicans who might feel
that “feminism” is too far left of
center for them.
This early in the race, running on a feminist platform may
not be a wise option, even though
many of us would like to see her
adopt stronger stances on issues
like abortion, equal pay and sexual assault in the military during her campaign. Still, she can
address these issues as a sort of
“just Democratic” candidate and
avoid the potentially dangerous
connotations of feminism that
she’ll face later on.
In her first campaign video,
she says, “Every day Americans
need a champion, and I want to be
that champion.” Whether or not
this means that she’ll begin taking
a stronger stance on issues associated with feminism is unclear.
Her campaign video was masterfully pluralistic with actors representing a broad range of sexual
orientations, races and languages,
which gives progressives a tinge
of hope that feminism is on her
back burner.
Still, Clinton is an attractive
name for large, Democratic superPACs, and she’s poised to run
unopposed for the Democratic
candidacy.
Her achievements
speak for themselves. To her,
being a senator and a secretary of

Don’t Appétit

continued from page 10
1:30 pm, hot food would be available to more students. Students
with class starting at 12:30 p.m.
would still have time for lunch
before class.
Additionally, hot food would
be available to students who are
let out of class 1:40 p.m. A revised
schedule would allow students
with classes at both the 11:10
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. time slots

state may simply outshine being a
feminist. Being a damn good politician—whether you agree with
her choices or not—may simply
be enough.
Serious feminists may want
to consider looking elsewhere,
because Hillary Clinton may simply have too much to juggle to
seriously incorporate feminism
into her platform. Elizabeth
Warren has alluded to running
for president, so there is still the
potential of a female president if
Clinton is not elected. Her policy
preferences fall far to the left of
Clinton’s and have often included
strong flavors of social justice in
her rhetoric. Given her strong liberal policy preferences, Warren
may more readily take up arms as
America’s feminist champion.
If the American electorate
reacts well to hints of feminism
in Clinton’s rhetoric over the next
year, she may come to play the
part with enthusiasm rather than
caution. For many of us, that hope
relies on American voters being
mature enough to understand
feminism in its different forms
beyond “feminism” in the way that
it’s defined by some media outlets
and outspoken voices in the country. America seems ready for our
first female president, but perhaps not our first feminist president.

to dine on hot food on a daily
basis without necessitating longer
hours of operation on the part of
Bon Appétit staff.
Bon Appétit provides exemplary food to the Lawrence campus. Its meals are appetizing,
varied and well prepared. It goes
above and beyond to use local
sourced products in the dishes it
prepares. My only suggestion is to
change the time in which lunch is
served to make an already wonderful meal service even better.

LUCC Update
Meeting times for all standing and special committees have been
finalized for Spring term 2015. All listed committees are open to
the Lawrence Community.
Committee applications are now available online on the LUCC
website, and are due on April 24, 2015. Applicants will be
considered for service during the 2015-16 academic year.

General Council
4:45 pm, Mondays
(Weeks: 2, 4, 6, 8, 10)
Esch/Hurvis Studio
Chair: Wes Varughese

Committee on Community Service and
Engagement (CCSE)
5pm, Fridays
Kraemer Room
Chair: Greta Schmitt

Athletic-Conservatory
Engagement (ACE)
10pm, Tuesdays
Kraemer Room
Chairs: Elena Stabile &
Tyler Herman

Student Welfare Committee
11:10am, Tuesdays (Weeks 2, 4, 6, 8, 10)
Arthur Vining-Davis
Chair: Mallory Speck

Student Alliance Against Sexual Harassment and
Assault (SAASHA)
10pm, Tuesdays
Runkle Room
Chair: Hannah Shryer

Residence Life
4:30pm, Thursdays
Arthur-Vining Davis
Chair: Jenni Sefcik

Committee On Diversity
Affairs (CODA)
9pm, Wednesdays
Diversity Center
Chair: Brienne Colston

Environmental Responsibility Committee (ERC)
8pm, Tuesdays
Kraemer Room
Chair: Kyle Stuckey
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Were the teachers in the Atlanta education
scandal justified in their actions?

“No. Education should be less
about quantifying the students’
performance.”
–Tom Sasani

“It’s not justified, but the school
district should help the students
and teachers so things like this
wouldn’t be necessary.”
–Elise Massicotte

“Yes. Based on the circumstances of the standards set by
the district.”
–Ojay Naab
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“No, it’s not justified. But I think
that it’s a problem of the system
that the federal funding is based
on the students’ test scores.”
–Rico Wu

“I don’t think what they did was
right, but there is a concern of
the causes that needs to be
addressed.”
–Jack Walstrom
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“The students aren’t earning the
grades fairly. The teachers should
teach students for their benefit of
learning knowledge, not just for
funds.”
– Au Shawna Jelks
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